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REF: STATE A-6648 

1. IN A CONVERSATION ON OCTOBER 17, CYRIL SILVER 
(ASSISTANT SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF TRADE) DESCRIBED 
THE UK'S GENERAL APPROACH TO THE EC PROGRAM OF 
STANDARDS HARMONIZATION. 

2. DESPITE THE LABOR GOVERNMENT'S WARINESS OF 
INTERFERENCE FROM BRUSSELS, THE UK CONTINUES TO FAVOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EC PROGRAM, WHICH IT SEES AS A 
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SIMILARLY, THE UK IS INTERESTED IN HARMONIZING 
STANDARDS ON A WORLDWIDE BASIS AS A WAY OF REMOVING 
BARRIERS BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY AND THE REST OF THE 
WORLD. 

3. SILVER RAISED TWO QUALIFICATIONS TO THE UK'S 
ENTHUSIASM. FIRST, HE SAID, CONSUMER INTERESTS ARE 
INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT, AND THEY CAN VARY WIDELY FROM 
ONE COUNTRY TO THE NEXT. BRITISH ATTITUDES ON THE 
APPROPRIATE LEAD CONTENT OF GASOLINE, FOR EXAMPLE, 

DO NOT CONFORM TO GERMAN VIEWS. SECOND, NATIONAL 
STANDARDS ON CERTAIN VERY EXPENSIVE ITEMS OF 
INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT - FOR EXAMPLE, TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
OR ELECTRICAL GENERATING EQUIPMENT - CAN BE 
SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO TRADE. ABRUPT CHANGES IN THESE 
STANDARDS CAN CAUSE MAIOR PROBLEMS FOR USERS AND 
TRADITIONAL SUPPLIERS, IN VIEW OF THE CAPITAL 
INVESTMENT THAT IS INVOLVED. WHILE STANDARDS ON 
SUCH ITEMS SHOULD BE HARMONIZED, THIS HAS TO BE DONE 
SLOWLY. 
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